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REMARKS 

Claims 1-27 are pending in this application. In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected 
the Claims as follows. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, and 24-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(a) as 
being anticipated by "Visualizing Crowds at a Web Site" ("Minar" which, unless indicated 
otherwise, for the sake of clarity, refers to primary and secondary references as discussed below) 
and were alternatively rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as being obvious over Minar. Claims 3 
and 4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being obvious over Minar and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,289,353 Hazlehurst. Claims 7-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being obvious over Minar in view of "WebQuery: Searching and Visualizing the Web through 
Connectivity," (Nortel). 

This Response to the Office Action of February 23, 2006 is being made in accordance 
with telephonic interviews between Applicants' representative Victor A. Grossman and the 
Examiner and his supervisor on May 24, 2006 and between the Victor A. Grossman and the 
Examiner on June 1 3, 2006. The courtesy extended by the Examiner in conducting the 
telephonic interviews is greatly appreciated. During the interview of June 13, 2006, the 
Examiner stated that the cited art of record does not teach or suggest pie segments or subrings 
defining subcategories as disclosed by the present application. Accordingly, in order to advance 
the prosecution of the present application, the Claims of the present application have been 
amended to recite these limitations. 
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In the present Office Action, the Examiner relies upon "secondary" references that the 
Examiner admits were obtained using links from an electronically-retrieved document which 
itself does not correspond with any listing in the Notices of References cited (e.g., see, paragraph 
5, page 5, Office Action). It is respectfully submitted that these secondary references are 
improper for several reasons. First, the URLs of the cited references do not match the URLs 
cited by the Examiner in the Notice of References Cited (e.g., see, Notice of References Cited, 
Office Communication dated January 9, 2006). Second, the publication dates of the secondary 
references could not be ascertained. Third, the Examiner admits that the secondary references 
were obtained using "links" from the primary reference, even though this may be contrary to 
United States Patent and Trademark Office policy, as it is well established that using links to an 
archived web page may take you to a current web page (e.g., see, "Prior Art in the Field of 
Business Method Patents - When is an Electronic Document a Printed Publication for Prior Art 
Purposes?", Presented at AIPLA, Fall 2002, By Wynn W. Coggins, The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, which is available online at: 

http://www.uspto.gOv/web/menii/pbmethod/aiplafall02paper.htm#tablel). Fourth, the "links" in 
at least some of the documents cited by the Examiner do not correspond with the documents 
cited by the Examiner in the Notice of References Cited. For example, with reference to the 
document found at "http://alumni.media.mit.edu/-nelson/research/crowdvis/" (which, as used by 
the Examiner, refers to http://www.media.mit.edu/-nelson/research/crowdvis/", in the Notices of 
References Cited, Office Communication dated January 9, 2006), the "link" referred to by the 
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Examiner on Page 5 of the Office Action, is a link to 

http://alumni.media,mit.edu/~nelsoi^ as opposed to 

being a link to http://www.media.mit.ed^ as 
stated by the Examiner. This is better illustrated with reference to FIGs. 1 A, 2 A, and 3 A in 
Appendix A attached hereto. 

Moreover, with reference to Appendix B (which is also attached hereto), a display of 
archived documents corresponding to the directory "http://media.mit.edu/~nelson/" obtained 
from the "WayBackMachine," is illustrated in FIG. IB. As shown, only a single page predates 
the priority date of the present application. This page is shown in FIGs. 2B and 3B of Appendix 
B. Furthermore, a display of Archived documents corresponding to the directory 
"http://alumni.media.mit.edu" is attached hereto in FIG. 4B of Appendix B and does not list any 
archived documents before March 2, 2001, which is after the filing date of the present 
application. 

Furthermore, regarding the Examiner's assertion that the dates listed on the secondary 
references constitute publication dates, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner is incorrect, 
as these dates clearly indicate otherwise. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that proper 
publication dates for each reference cited by the Examiner be provided. 

However, assuming without prejudice that the cited references are valid, in order to 
advance the prosecution of the present application, the Claims of the present invention have been 
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amended and are further distinguished. 

Regarding the rejection of independent Claim 1, Claim 1, has been amended and is 
further distinguished. 

Minar discloses icons representing pages, and teaches "the Footprints stuff didn't work 
out," and that he is "not yet sure how to manage the motion of the dots." (e.g., see, Page 1, 
Minar, Office Communication mailed January 9, 2006). 

In contrast to that which is taught by Minar, amended Claim 1 includes the recitation of 
generating a graphical representation of said at least one instance of said mapping data structure, 
said graphical representation graphically depicting the two or more categories mapped to a 
corresponding pie segment and the subcategories defined by subrings such that the subcategories 
are graphically depicted within a corresponding category of the two or more categories, which is 
neither taught nor suggested by Minar. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102(a) and §103(a) of Claim 1 be withdrawn. 

Independent Claims 25-27 have been amended to include similar recitations as those 
contained in independent Claim 1. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Claims 25-27 
are patentably distinct for at least the same reasons as stated above with respect to the rejection of 
Claim 1. Withdrawal of rejection of Claims 25-27 is respectfully urged. 
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Independent Claims 1 and 25-27 are believed to be in condition for allowance. Without 
conceding the patentability per se of dependent Claims 2-24, it is submitted that they are 
allowable at least by virtue of their dependencies on independent Claim 1. Accordingly, all of 
the claims pending in the application, namely Claims 1-27, are believed to be in condition for 
allowance and allowance is respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner have any questions regarding this communication or feels that an 
interview would be helpful in advancing the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is 
requested to contact the undersigned attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Mldmel J. Musella 
Reg. No. 39,310 
Attorney for Applicant 



DILWORTH & BARRESE, LLP 

333 Earle Ovington Boulevard 
Uniondale, New York 1 1553 
516-228-8484 
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APPENDIX A 



£| Visualization of a Ouwd at a Web Site - Mkr osol t liitwftfft.l'x|}1t>f «?r 



Addrws 



Visualizing the Crowds at a Web Site 




Abstract: A visualization of the crowds of people visiting a web site is developed. Visitors are drawn as icons on a map. of the web site; the animation of people's 
movements conveys the crowd -dynamics of visitors. The visualization combines three pieces: a map of the web site, an iconic representation of bdividual visitors, , 
and an interpretation of the dynamics of visitor patterns to show crowd phenomena." The effect is to make a web site look like a social, active space. 

Keywords: Web visuahiation, crowds, dynamic visualization . •:• .. y^' " 

To appear in the CHI '99 Late Breaking Papers. 

• The paper (compressed postscript) 

• The visualization applet fW anting; 370k jarfile. requires Java 1.1 browser) 

• The original proposal . Sadly, the Footprints stuff didn't work out 

This project was part of Judith Donalh's social visualisation course. We studied ways to represent the social side of die Internet. Mv weekty design sketches are 
also online. 



Nelson Minar 

<n<*l3on8 media. rt>it.eda> 



Created; December 13, 1998 



FIG. 1: http://alumni.media.mit.edu/-nelson/research/crowdvis/ 
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Visualizing the Crowds at a Web Site 
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FIG. 2 A: http://alumni.media.mit.edu/-nelson/research/crowdvis/ (Select " visualization applet 1 

right click to obtain "properties." 
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Visualizing the Crowds at a Web Site 




WkMiA^html 




:b site is developed Visitors arc drawn as icons on a map of the web she;the animation of people's 
ilization combines three pieces: a map of the web site; an iconic representation of individual visitors, 
w crowd phenomena. The effect is to make a web site look like a social; active space. 



* The paper (compressed postscript) 

• The ffWHl^^^^ PW' aming: 370k jarfile . requires Java M browser) 



• The original proposal . Sadly, the Footprints stuff didn't work out, 

TTiis project was part of Judith Donath's social visualization course. We studied ways to represent the social side of the Internet My weekly design sketches are 
also online. 



Nelson Mnar 

<ne laonflroe cl ijBu m ix . ec!u> 



.Created- December 13, 1998 •, 
. : : Updated March 9, 1999 >j 



FIG. 3A: Select "properties' 
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Nelson Minar 




<ne laonBiaedla .aalt , edu> 

MIT Room Et 5-305 
20 Ames Street 
Cambridge. MA. 02139 
by phone 
ICQ' 4660640 

Ym a graduate student at the MTT Media Lab software agents group. Most of my personal web pages are stUI over at my last home, 
rUtp/Affcb.arcravc.on^web/19981^^ Here's a quick, list of some research I've done recently: 

Research Statement 

A short description of what Tm doing for my PhD. 
di3t-obj and mobility mailing lists 

I help manage two online discussion lists, dist-obj is a discussion of the future of networks built from distributed object technologies, mobility is about 
building systems out of moving processes; mobile code, mobile agents, active networks, etc. 
Hive, a TIT Toolkit 

I am applying my master's thesis research on Straum to the problem of integrating Things That Hunk on a network. 
Demzmns. an Ecology of Distributed Agents 

My master's thesis: describes my current research, 
Cooperating. Mobile Agents for Mapping. Networks 

A paper I've written with Kwtn Kramer and Pattie Maes on using a population of mobile agents to map networks. 
Searchsp? 

A simple Perl script to tell you what queries are finding your web pages from search engines. V 
Computational Media for Mobile Agents : ^ 

A paper about mobile agents and distributed computation. jtj 
Friend of a Friend Finder 

Mediated social networks, a distributed agents project I helped design (currently on the back burner). \ii 
Distributed Systems Course V ! 

A reading course (Fall 9?) a few of us put together on practical distributed systems. ^/j 



FIG. 2B 



19 



Attorney Docket No.: YOR9-2000-0110US2 (728-234) 



cTf 

Fte ' ' Ecfit ' " Vkw Favorites "" Took Hcfc: 



'QI^UoiiMinar - Microsoft Internet txpJoi 















Address |#j h^://w*.«rd^.org/^/19»l20S190S31/ne^-ww. 













A short description of what I'm doing for my PhD. 
dlst-obj and nobility mailing lists 

I help manage two online discussion lists, disc-obj is a discussion of the future of networks built from distributed object technologies, mobility is about 
building systems out of moving processes: mobile code, mobile agents, active networks, etc. 
Hive, a TTT Toolkit 

I am applying my master's thesis research on Straura to the problem of integrating Things That Think on a network. 
Dtsizmnff an Ecology of Distributed Amnts 

My master's thesis; describes my current research. 
Cooperating Mobile Agents for Mapping Networks 

A paper Fve written with Kwin Kramer and Patce Maes on using a population of mobile agents to map networks. 
Searchspy 

A simple Perl script to tell you what queries are finding your web pages from search engines. 
Computational Media for Mobile Agents 

A paper about mobile agents and distributed computation. 
Friend of a Friend Finder 

Mediated social networks, a distributed agents project I helped design (currently on the back burner). 
Distributed Systems Course 

A reading course (FaB 97) a few of us put together on practical distributed systems. 
Graphic design in Java applets 

My portfolio from the class "Principles of Visual Interface Design*. Little Java applets mat do neat graphic design. 
Stackable computers 

Ttoy computers in a re configurable nearest neighbour network. (The final project diverged a bit from me initial proposal .) 
CEU Systems Lab summer school 

Web pages from a summer school course I heh>ed teach in Budapest on complex systems modelling (July '97). Some lecture notes there. 
The VirtuaHzation of the Marketplace 

A paper about virtual shopping experiences. 
The Swarm Simulation System: A Toolkit for Bwk&nsi Multi-as&nt Simulations 

A paper about the design of Swarm , a simulation platform. I did this work at my last position at The Santa Fe Institute 



Nelson Minar 

<nelson8 media. ml t . «clu> 



Created: October 6\ 1996 
Updated- November 1 1, 1998 



FIG. 3B 
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